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Abstract

This article is intended to analyze the origin and progress of global feminism. Feminism is a mass
movement commenced by women of all groups to eradicate all forms of feminist oppressions by men
that are prevailing in a patriarchal society. It always fights against all types of oppressions on women. It
IS a procedure that takes attempts to understand and conceptualize gender roles and advocates for the
annexation of women’s interests in social organization. It tries to explain the phenomenon of gender
inequality. It is considered as a politics to achieve gender equality in all spheres of the society. Feminists
support of ensuring equal individual rights and liberties for women and men.

Keywords: Feminism, oppression of women, views of scientists, gender equality and issues.

INTRODUCTION

About half of the global human population is women. In every step, all over the world; women face
inequality, subordination, and secondary class status. Often they are victim of the oppression,
marginalization and exploitation in the patriarchal societies. Before the First Industrial Revolution (IR),
the human life was not men dominated, and both men and women contribute equally in the society. The
IR began in England in about 1750-1760 that lasted to sometime between 1820 and 1840. The IR
dramatically changed the global social order and consequently, a new gender system started worldwide
that disadvantaged women (Mohajan, 2019). During this period, men started to work in the industries
and women were restricted to the domestic sphere. As a result, they remain vulnerable socially,
politically, and economically. The industrialization also developed a new class system; aristocratic class
(Anderson & Zinsser, 2000). In the 21st century there is no straightforward definition of feminism. At
present, there are as many definitions of feminism as there are feminists depending on their own beliefs,
history and culture, but gender equality is common to all. Feminism is a women basis socio-political
movement and ideology, and supports the idea “women should share equality in society’s opportunities
and scarce resources” (Delaney, 2005). Oxford Dictionary defines feminism as “the belief and aim that
women should have the same rights and opportunities as men; the struggle to achieve this aim”. The
feminism is characterized by “the activism for the purpose of challenging and changing women'’s
subordination to men” (Ferree, 2006).

Feminism is an ideology that demands an equal right of men and women in terms of politics, decision
making, career, and having children. It consists of a number of social, cultural and political movements
that take attempts for equal rights of men and women (Asnani, 2020). It is considered as a struggle to
achieve same rights, opportunities and dignity as men have in the society (Raj & Davidson, 2014). It has
raised much in the western upper-class society and the women have fought for women’s suffrage and
reproductive rights (Agger, 1998). The rise of feminism in Europe occurred as “women of all classes
became increasingly aware of the way in which their sex influenced their life chances and experiences”
(Fuchs & Thompson, 2005). It endeavors to see an end to the dominance of men over women, and to
provide equal rights between women and men in all fields ranging from household issues to politics
(Kuleli, 2019).
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Different disciplines, such as sociology, philosophy, economics, and politics, served as distinctive
intellectual backgrounds of feminism (Herouach, 2019). Feminism explains and suggests directions for
the change in social and environmental factors; tries to highlight the propose interventions for women’s
intrapersonal and interpersonal concerns, and provides a perspective for evaluating social and
environmental experiences of groups and individuals, regardless of sex or gender. It has changed the
lives of millions of women (Anderson, 2016).

Nyoman Kutha Ratna has realized that feminism is a tool for women to fight for their rights, which is
closely related to racial conflicts between weaker groups and stronger groups (Ratna, 2004).

Shruti Jain has observed that digital revolution has paved the way for a new iteration of feminism. She
has believed that the digital space can become a breeding ground for sexism and misogyny. She also
highlights the strengths and deficits of contemporary cyber feminism through postcolonial and
postmodern feminist theories (Jain, 2020).

Rowland Chukwuemeka Amaefula has discussed the aspects of African Feminisms to enhance the
conditions of African women (Amaefula, 2021).

Sofian Herouach has investigated students’ attitudes towards the social status of Moroccan women. He
has realized that feminism, female activism, and international human rights may influence the cause of
women’s liberation. But, some factors, such as religion, patriarchy (an idea about sex differences that
institutionalizes male dominance throughout a society), and marriage legislation could stand against the
cause of female freedom (Herouach, 2019).

Alison Jagger has defined four theories of feminism; liberal feminism, Marxist feminism, socialist
feminism, and radical feminism more clearly for the first time (Jagger, 1983).

Bimer Eyayu Enyew and Alemeneh Getaneh Mihrete have analyzed the appropriateness and
applicability of liberal feminist theory and strategies that attempt to achieve gender equality and to
reduce women oppression and subordination (Enyew & Mihrete, 2018).

Ananya Bhardwaj has dealt with the importance of Marxist Feminism in the 21st century. She has also
highlighted the struggles of the working class and their revolution within the feminist framework
(Bhardwaj, 2021).

Silvia Federici focuses on aspects of feminism and gender in Marx’s theory. She has discussed the
significance and the importance of Marxism on contemporary feminist theory and feminist movements
(Federici, 2018).

Feminism and its main features.

There is no fixed definition of feminism and it has a variety of meanings and interpretations. Feminists
of different fields of life define feminism according to their own social, political, religious, and cultural
perspectives. According to Cambridge Dictionaries, feminism can be seen as “the belief that women
should be allowed the same rights, power, and opportunities as men and be treated in the same way, or
the set of activities intended to achieve this state”. According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, “feminism
is the belief in the social, economic, and political equality of the sexes”. It consists of a number of
social, cultural and political movements, theories and moral philosophies concerned with gender
inequalities and equal rights for women. It is against the abuse of power, and seeks equality and justice
under different domains, such as economy, class, caste, race, culture, religion, etc. (Hundleby, 2012).

Therefore, feminism is a diverse, rival and often opposing collection of social theories, political
movements, and moral philosophies. It mainly looks social, political, and economic inequalities of
women (Adawo et al., 2011). It tries to describe women oppression; searches strategies, causes, and
consequences to remove discrepancies from the society. It takes attempts to achieve the objective of
equality, dignity, rights, emancipation and empowerment of women (Tong, 2009). Therefore, it is the
struggle against sexism, where male supremacy and female oppression are happened. Actually, sexism
is not a modern phenomenon and is a form of social oppression (Gimenez, 1975).
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Women all over the world are seen lacking access to opportunities, knowledge, skill and even some
basic human rights. In every nation, women are victim of oppression, suppression; and consequently,
they are highly marginalized. From the ancient period human took attempts for establishing gender
equality in the ancient society by reducing the discrimination (Freedman, 2002). Plato (427-347 BC), a
Greek philosopher, revealed that women possess “natural capacities” equal to men (Scott, 1996). Some
scholars believe that the word “feminism” comes from the word “femme” that means woman (Collins
Dictionary, 2010). Actually it is originated from the French word “féminisme” and its derivatives are
still obscure. Charles Fourier (1772-1837), a French philosopher and utopian socialist, is credited for the
coining of this word in 1837. It is a socio-political movement, first occurrences in France centers in
1880s as an activity under forms of demonstrations (Herouach, 2019). Later, the activity is moved to the
USA in 1910 (Hilversum, 1994). Feminism began as a political thought when Olympic de Gouges
(1748-1793) wrote the “declaration of the rights of women and the female citizen”, in 1791, which
demanded equal rights for women based on “The Rights of Man and Citizen” that is published during
the French Revolution (Mousset, 2007). Similar thinking has risen in the USA in 1848, in England in
1878, in Russia in 1848, and in China in 1911 (Raj & Davidson, 2014).

Feminist is a person who believes in the social, political, and economic equality of the sexes. The
feminist aims to terminate all forms of male domination. Feminist research focuses on gender and tries
to establish gender equality in the world (Kaur & Nagaich, 2019). The conservative feminist Genevan
philosopher, writer, and composer; Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), had argued that men and
women are by nature not merely different in kind but different in “natural rank”. She wrote that women
are biologically fit to play the roles of wives and mothers, and unable for work in the public sphere. She
revealed that women being weaker physically, intellectually, and emotionally. She tried to establish
sexual dimorphism on the logic that men are more rational, and women are more emotional and
passionate, and set up complementary roles for men and women (Rousseau, 1754). She and some other
social contractualists have not considered women as rational human beings. Although they have
conservative believe about feminism, and do not think about the gender equability; later English
philosopher and physician John Locke (1632-1704), known as the “Father of Liberalism”, had argued
that the sexes should receive the same education, share equal rights, and responsibilities (Hirschmann,
2009). Betty Friedan, the first president of the National Organization for Women had published “The
Feminine Mystique” in 1963. Although women has the right to vote and hold property, but they spend
too much time for polishing and organizing homes that experience boredom and anxiety. She has
realized that they need to go outside of the domestic area by entering into public life as a paid
employment. She has argued that equality and human dignity are not possible for women if they are not
able to earn. Consequently, employment opportunities for women need to be widened, and many
discriminatory laws must be abandoned (Friedan, 1963).

In conclusion, Feminism is an umbrella term for a number of cultural phenomena. It tries to acquire
freedom for women to work, and make independent economically, and psychologically (Malinowska,
2020). It indicates institutional and grassroots activities to abolish gender-based inequalities from the
society. It hopes to discover the hidden reality of male domination, and women subordination and
subjugation in the world, and aims to give equal rights to women economically, politically, and socially
(Brunell & Burkett, 2019). It supports a broader struggle of freedom for women to make their own
decisions related to their bodies, financial independence, freedom to choice their lives and sexual
choices, and liberation from all types of oppression (Omvedt, 1990; Learner, 1994).

Actually, in the society, women oppression and subordination are different; consequently, different
feminist groups have emerged in different times. But the main goal of every group is to achieve gender
equality (Tong, 2009). Feminism can be manifested into seven categories as; i) liberal feminism, ii)
Marxist feminism iii) socialist feminism, iv) radical feminism, v) ecofeminism, vi) cultural feminism,
vii) black feminism, and viii) postmodern feminism (Jaggar, 1983). Each ideology tries to describe
women®s oppression, explains the causes and consequences, and suggested strategies for women
liberation. Feminists support a gender-based view of the state, which is based on the creation of a
gender-neutral society (Brunell & Burkett, 2019).
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On the other hand, they are against the flawed, vague, and illogical procedures of thinking and writing
about women (Papa, 2017). Most feminist categories suggest for the elimination of misperceptions,
sexual inequalities, restrictions, and oppression faced by women (Bryson, 2007). Feminism seeks to
appreciate the ways in which women are oppressed: socially, economically, politically and
psychologically to reduce their various oppressions (Bressler, 2007).
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